
ELKO COUNTY FAIR BOARD  
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY,  June 8, 2011 
STOCKMEN’S CASINO 
ELKO, NEVADA 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Steve McDermott, John Tueller, Dawn Leyva, Tony Buzzetti 
Dick Harris, Steve Wines, Walter Winchell, Nancy Porter 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:  
 
 
 

STAFF PRESENT: 
J.J. Roemmich, Secretary/Treasurer ,      
Travis Rutherford, Grounds Caretaker 
 

GUESTS: 
Russ McMullen, McMullen Insurance  Jim Elliott 

 
  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Elko County Fair Board Chairman Walter Winchell called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. 
 
 

Meeting Minutes-  
Steve Wines made the motion to approve the meeting minutes from May 11, 2011 as presented. Tony Buzzetti seconded all 
approved Nancy Porter abstained as she was not present. 
 
 

Public Comment: 
No public comment 
 

Insurance Policy 2011-2012: 
Russ McMullen reported on the insurance policy for this coming year. Being a self insured entity he discussed the 
insurance coverage and the premium due on July 1st of this year. This is a very comprehensive program Tony Buzzetti 
stated he has been working with Jon on the renewal and it was all good. Tony Buzzetti made the motion to accept the 
insurance proposal from the Nevada Public Insurance Agency Pool Dick Harris seconded, all approved.  
 

Fairgrounds Temporary Closure Update: 
Tony Buzzetti reported that due to the EVH-1 virus they made a quick executive decision to close the entire fairgrounds 
before we possibly could get any kind of exposure. All events had been canceled due to this and may reschedule in the 
future. Most of the updates from State vet are things are opening back up and the horse palace as well as the Winnemucca 
fairgrounds will reopen this week. Tony suggested leaving it primarily closed until after the State High School Finals. Dick 
Harris made the motion to keep the fairgrounds closed until Sunday morning June 10th Steve wines seconded all approved.  
 

Bull Riding 2011: 
Dick Harris made the motion to reject all proposals and cancel the event for the 2011 fair Tony Buzzetti seconded more 
discussion majority approved, motion carried Dawn Leyva opposed  
 

Sponsorship & Advertising Sales: 
Tony Buzzetti asked to put this on the agenda, he has received several phone calls from area businesses and it is concerning 
that there are too many people seeking funds for the fair. Dick Harris reported that it all started when several businesses 
were being contacted and told if they didn’t donate money there wouldn’t be any races. He contacted that person and told 
them not to contact anyone in the Elko County Fair race program. Dick Harris reported that Martha Frazier is taking care of 
who she normally takes care of and Katherine Abatti and himself are working together on possibly getting a couple of bus 
tours out of Boise, Twin Falls, Salt Lake or  Reno for the first weekend. She is working on Memorial races to be sponsored 
by family or friends in someone’s name. Tony Buzzetti asked about Chrisstian selling ads to people. Dawn Leyva stated 
that is why she brought the proposal to them in December as we need to have just one person selling all the sponsorship for 
the fair not several people. Tony Buzzetti stated we need to know what is going on so we know if someone is seeking funds 
fraudulently. Tony Buzzetti suggested next year we need to have a better plan on getting someone to seek money.  
 

 
 



 
Fairgrounds Trailer: 
Nancy Porter reported Bob Wines has sent a letter to Sheriff’s office, Posse, and county manager give them 14 days to 
move it. He contacted Jim (Sheriff’s Office) and talked with him and they answered stating that trailer is not owned by any 
county entity. Then it would require a lawsuit to the trailer to become owners so we can do what we want with it.  
 

Grounds Report & Improvements Update: 
Travis Rutherford reported they are in the process of building a screen going in the clubhouse to keep the pigeons out as 
they have made a mess up there. They are also spraying weeds in the field and they had the circus yesterday it went fairly 
good. They set up on the track in front of the box seats having two shows. John Tueller got a hold of Jesse Oros Hard Rock 
Exploration and they are donating the drill still for the guard rail. This will last and it won’t bend when it has been hit. John 
Tueller asked for advertisement out of the donation maybe also an arena sign. Tony Buzzetti asked about being set up for 
the high school rodeo coming in. Travis Rutherford stated they will need to have some more sand in the arena soon due to 
the weather this year. The rodeo club will be in Sunday and Monday to prepare the grounds. Tony Buzzetti stated the barn 
we locked down has been locked up for a month now and has been disinfected. Dick Harris asked about the roof on the 
concessions stand and Travis Rutherford reported that we still have one leak they will continue to try to get that taken care 
of. They will install a screen on the fan so things are not falling in there. Dick Harris reported on the gal from Walmart and 
Dick also talked to the guy who  is in charge of the VFW post in Elko and he talked to her and she is suppose to do some 
painting at the grounds to give us the money. Larry also told Dick that they are giving us $250.00, the basque club $250.00 
and the Silver State Stampede for $250.00 this will give us another $1,000.00 to help with suppression system. 
 

Treasurers Report: 
JJ Roemmich reported on the current treasurer’s report, Tony Buzzetti moved to approve the report as presented claim and 
submit bills to county funds, pay the unpaid bills Nancy Porter seconded. All approved.  
 

Committee Reports: 
 

** Racing Committee Chairman Steve McDermott asked about parking and it was explained that no parking in the back 
parking lot and all clubhouse table people will receive a letter of explanation.  
**Promotions Jim Elliott reported on the schedule he passed out the 4th of July weekend the Basque club is now going to be 
using the grounds Friday night and Saturday and they will do the running of the bulls at the fairgrounds this year. 
Discussion on the charges for all the events and Dick Harris will get a hold of Mr. Betita. 
**Racing / Pari-mutuel Committee Dick Harris reported Lee Chapman called Dick a month ago and the Boys and Girls 
Club is holding a raffle and they want display the car at the fairgrounds and maybe hold the raffle on Labor day after the 
last race. They are selling only certain amount of tickets on this. He also reported condition books are done and have been 
mailed out and some have gone to Boise, Idaho falls, and the fair circuit in Idaho. Racing stalls will be taken care of 
between Fred and JJ. He talked to Lew Eklund and the Eklund family is on board for $2,500.00 for their race. And he 
talked to Giovanni and Andrew on the Pucinelli claiming race and they didn’t have any problems. He talked to Don 
Neuman and turned in appropriate paperwork to get some advertising money. He is going to set down and meet with Jim 
and Marv Morton to go over security on the fair and what has been done in the past.  
**Stockhorse Committee Chairman Tony Buzzetti would like to meet with Stockhorse committee after for a few minutes 
after everything else is on track.  
 
Next Meeting July 13, 2011 Stockmen’s Casino 7:30 pm 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,    
Jennifer JJ Roemmich   Elko County Fairboard Secretary 


